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Spacetoon Kids TV: Educating Kids on ERW 
S pacetoon	 is	 known	 to	 many	 across	the	Arab	world	for	its	television	chan-nel	 that	 is	 geared	 toward	 children,	
Spacetoon	Kids	TV.	This	channel	is	transmit-
ted	 to	over	50	million	people	 in	 the	Middle	
East	and	North	Africa	and	features	cartoons	
dubbed	into	Arabic	and	child-appropriate	TV	
programs.	 The	 objectives	 of	 Spacetoon	 Kids	
TV	include	being	educational,	family-friendly	
and	 acceptable	 to	 Arab	 culture;	 promoting	
positive	 social	 values	 such	 as	 tolerance	 and	
teamwork;	and	inspiring	creativity.	Spacetoon	
Kids	TV	and	it’s	larger	parent	media	compa-
ny,	 Spacetoon	 Media	 Group,	 strive	 to	 com-
municate	 with	 children	 using	 age-effective	
and	nurturing	methods	through	a	variety	of	
communication	media.
One	 important	 part	 of	 Spacetoon	 Kids	
TV	 is	 its	production	of	public-service	pro-
grams	 and	 announcements	 that	 promote	
issues	 such	 as	 appropriate	 childcare	 and	
respect	for	the	environment.	Organizations	
such	 as	 the	 Arab	 League,	 UNICEF	 and	
World	Health	Organization	have	sponsored	
Spacetoon	 advertising	 and	 announcements	
to	raise	awareness	and	educate	children	on	a	
variety	of	humanitarian	issues.	
Spacetoon and MRE in the Middle East
Among	 other	 educational	 campaigns,	
the	Spacetoon	Kids	TV	Regional	Office	in	
Jordan	 is	 working	 to	 bring	 a	 specific	 kind	
by	Daniele	Ressler	[	Mine	Action	Information	Center	]
of	 message	 to	 kids:	 mines	 and	 UXO	 are	
dangerous.	 The	 Jordan	 office	 is	 the	 only	
regional	 office	 responsible	 for	 developing	
humanitarian-specific	educational	programs	
and	campaigns	on	 topics	 such	as	democra-
cy,	 human	 rights	 and	 mine	 risk	 education,	
which	 can	 then	 be	 broadcast	 to	 any	 or	 all	
the	Arab	countries	 in	 the	Middle	East	 and	
North	 Africa	 through	 Spacetoon	 media.	
Hussam	Hadi,	Regional	Manager,	and	Rami	
Allawama,	Program	Planning	Manager,	say	
that	 due	 to	 the	 dangers	 the	 Lebanese	 and	






to	disseminate.	The	 company	 staff	 designs	 a	




calendars,	 gifts,	 activity	 packets	 and	 more.	
Hadi	and	Allawama	note,	“Because	 the	chil-
dren	 in	 the	 Arab	 world	 watch	 and	 love	 this	
channel,	 its	 characters	 and	programs,	we	 are	
able	 to	 communicate	 effectively	 timely	 mes-
sages	to	parents	and	children	alike.”1
Lebanon	 faces	 a	 post-conflict	 situa-
tion	in	which	the	need	for	MRE	is	great—	





Cluster	 submunitions	 can	 be	 particularly	
dangerous	because	some	may	resemble	toys	
due	to	their	small	size	and	colorful	ribbon.	






Jordan,	 “we	 have	 a	 full	 package	 campaign	
designed	 especially	 for	 Lebanese	 children	





ing	 child-friendly	 and	 culturally	 sensitive	
techniques	 with	 cartoon	 characters	 and	
popular	programming.
Spacetoon’s	 Regional	 Office	 has	 experi-
ence	providing	MRE	and	awareness-raising	
This	 image	was	one	used	for	MRE	in	 Iraq	 in	2005	








with	 Iraqi	 children.	 RONCO	 Consulting	
Corporation	 and	 the	 U.S.	 Department	 of	
State	funded	two	projects	 in	2004	through	
Iraq’s	National	Mine	Action	Authority	and	
the	 Ministry	 of	 Planning,	 and	 in	 2005	










See Endnotes, page 111
Daniele Ressler works	as	a	Researcher,	
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As a young man in a war-t orn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced t he shock of being severely 
injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him t o work as t he 
Team Leader of  t he Training and Quali t y Assurance Team at t he Azerbaijan N at ional Agency for Mine 
Act ion t o ensure what happened t o him will not happen t o ot her ci t izens of his count ry. Gasimov’s 












for	about	one	month,	Gasimov	was	able	 to	 return	 to	 school	and	finish	
his	education.	
Seven	 years	 after	 the	 incident,	 Gasimov	 made	 the	 decision	 to	 pur-













As a young man in a war-torn area of Azerbaijan, Elnur Gasimov experienced 
the shock of being severely injured by a piece of unexploded ordnance. 
Today, Gasimov’s personal experience has inspired him 
to work as the Team Leader of  the Training and Quality 
Assurance Team at the Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine 
Action to ensure what happened to him will not happen to other 
citizens of his country. Gasimov’s resilience and dedication to 
his work make him a hero in the demining community. 
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